
 

Using STARCat 
 

1. To begin using 
STARCat, go to 
http://starcat.stls.org. 
 
2. Choose Your Library 

from the drop down list.  
 
3. Click "Start Your 
Search". 
 
4. Follow the instructions 
inside. 
 

 
Search Options 
 

Quick Search: A good way to begin 

exploring STARCat. 

Kids' Library: Access to the catalog 

designed especially for children. 

Advanced Search: Provides more 

limiting options than Quick Search. 

Local Info.: Search the Newspaper 

Database and the Community 

Information Database. 

Other Catalogs: Search the online 

catalogs for the Penn Yan Public 

Library, the Four County Library 

System, or the Library of Congress. 

 

 

 

 

My Account 
 

Accessing MY ACCOUNT 

1. Go to http://starcat .stls.org, choose your 

library in the drop-down box, and click “Start 

your search”. 

2. Login to STARCat in the upper-right hand 

corner of the screen by entering the following: 

User ID: The 13-digit number that appears on 

your library card. 

PIN: The last four digits of your phone number. 

3. If you are using a public computer, 

remember to click the Logout button so that 

others cannot access your account. 

 

Review My Account 

1. Follow the instructions "Accessing MY 

ACCOUNT" to login to STARCat. 

2. Click “My Account”. 

3. Click "Review My Account". 

4. You will see a list of all items that are 

checked out to you and any holds you have 

placed. 

 

Renew My Materials 

1. Follow the instructions "Accessing MY 

ACCOUNT" to login to STARCat. 

2. Click “My Account”. 

3. Click “Renew My Materials”. 

4. Check the box(es) next to the item(s) that 

you would like to renew. 

5. Click “Renew Selected Items”. 

 

User PIN Change  

1. Follow the instructions "Accessing MY 

ACCOUNT" to login to STARCat. 

2. Click “My Account”. 

3. Click "User PIN Change". 

4. Enter your User ID and PIN.  

Enter and Re-enter your new PIN. 

5. Click "Change PIN". 
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What is STARCat? 
STARCat is the online "card 

catalog" of the 48 public libraries 
of the Southern Tier Library 

System. STARCat makes it 
possible to: 
 

 Search for books, 
audiobooks, videos and 

DVDs, and musical 
recordings 

 Review your account online 
 Renew and request 

materials 
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1. Enter search terms (title, author, 

subjects). Limit by your library, or 

search the whole system. If desired, 

limit by publication date. Click the 

Authors, Titles, or Subjects button to 

search those specific indexes, or click 

Everything to search all available 

indexes.  

2. The Search Results screen is a list of 

items that match your search criteria. 

Brief information about each item is 

displayed including book jackets and 

availability info. Use the buttons above 

the search results to Go Back to the 

previous screen, view Help topics, Limit 

Search to narrow search results, 

perform a New Search, or View My List, 

from which item information can be 

printed or emailed.  

Click the Place Hold button to place a 

hold on the item. (If you have not 

logged in, you will be asked to enter 

your User ID and PIN.) Make sure to 

choose YOUR LIBRARY as the pickup 

location. Click the Details button for 

additional information (see step 3). To 

add items to MY List, click the Add to 

My List button. 

3. The Item View screen displays more 

detailed information about an item. 

Click on A Look Inside tab or links to 

view summaries, reviews, tables of 

contents and first chapters (if 

available). Holdings information is also 

shown listing owning library and 

number of copies. Click on the Find 

More… links to generate a new search 

with more items by this author or on 

similar topics. The Catalog Record tab 

provides information found in the item’s 

MARC record. 


